







Dear Parents and Carers,
Year 11 continue to show their dedication and efforts in lessons, and they have responded well to the raised expectations of this important final year. On the 7th November students will start their Mock Examinations and we want to work in partnership with parents and carers to ensure they are well prepared for these assessments. The purpose of these Mocks are:
· To ensure we have up to date and accurate assessment information to inform teaching and further interventions.
· To ensure that students learn more about conduct in formal exam conditions and expectations.
· For subjects to provide students and parents with Mock GCSE Grades which will be used by students as they apply for post 16 education and training.

On the 18th October, we invite all year 11 students and parents to our second Maximising Grades event. The aim of this is to share together how best to prepare for and perform well in these Mock Examinations. In this session we will cover:
· Examination rules and expectations as set by the JCQ
· Thornhill Revision Strategy focus
· Revision guidance, techniques and advice from key subject areas
· Managing exam stress

Our event will take place in our Tom Cowie Centre at 4:30pm on Tuesday 18th October. We cannot stress the importance of parental engagement in supporting the progress of students in this important year.  Please can we ask you to indicate your attendance by completing this brief form via the link below by Friday 14th October.

https://forms.office.com/r/M5UAwZDF5v

We continue to make Year 11 our focus and interventions are ongoing to support all students. Since we last wrote to you, we have increased the number of Year 11 tutors to offer further pastoral support and guidance to students. We have also changed the exam board for our English course aligning this with the most successful schools in the Trust and will now be following the EDUQAS specification. Our details on our website will be updated to reflect this. Whilst this will be little change for the students this will allow staff across our Trust to draw upon support and resources to further drive the progress and achievements of our students.

Thank you all in advance for joining us to further support and guide our students for success.  I have no doubt that with your support, students will rise to the challenges of Year 11 and achieve their very best.

Regards

Mrs C Crooks
Assistant Headteacher
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