


Year 9

Curriculum preferences

Part 1



What is this booklet about?

 We understand the importance of supporting your child through the preferences in Year 9, as this determines their journey into the next stage 
of their time in education. Our process is designed to provide advice and guidance to both you and your child to make informed decisions 
about the subjects they will study for the next two years. The purpose of this booklet is to provide pupils in Year 9, and their parents, with 
information about Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11) at Thornhill Academy. It also provides an indication of the progression routes which are 
currently available. Pupils should choose subjects that they enjoy and will achieve good grades in. This means they need to do their research 
into what the subjects will be like in Years 10 and 11. It is important to realise that subject choices made now constitute a serious commitment 
for two years. We strongly advise that you and your child discuss the options process very carefully. This booklet has been designed to give 
you three key pieces of information about the subjects to help you make your choices:
 
• Information about the subject 
• What the course content is 
• How the course is assessed 

You need to read the booklet carefully and use this information to help you and your child make your decisions. The school offers ‘Core’ and 
‘Optional’ subjects. As you will see from this booklet all pupils study the ‘core’ subjects and have some choice from the ‘optional’ subjects. 
Some pupils will be guided towards courses which are suited to their styles of learning. It is important that, if you have any questions or 
queries, to make the most of the individual parents’ consultation and/or speak to your child’s Head of Year for further information. We are 
committed to getting the options process right for each single pupil.

It needs to be noted that children make a preference, we will determine the best curriculum for them. Additionally, courses run subject to 
demand. 



Who will help me choose? 

Each pupil will get the chance to discuss their ‘options’ with a variety of staff. 

Subject Teachers 
Named on the subject page

On going support

Head of Year Mr Armstrong On going Support 

Year 9 Parents Evening All Year 9 Teachers Parents 5th March 2026

Guidance for Pupils 

Use this checklist to make sure you have given enough thought to your choices: 
• Read this booklet thoroughly and research all your options before you decide 
• Talk to your teachers about the course and your suitability for it 
• Don’t be afraid to ask for advice from teachers, friends, family or students that are currently studying 
subjects you are thinking about choosing – you cannot have too much information to help you make your 
choices!



 What makes a good preference? 

 Ask yourself; ‘How do I learn best?’... ‘Do I prefer practical subjects?’
  Ask yourself; ‘What are my strongest subjects?’ 

 Which career would you like? Find out which subjects are best for this. 
 Look at new choices that will interest you? 

What makes a bad prefence? 

Do not choose a subject because a friend has chosen it. 
Do not choose a subject because you like the teacher. 
Do not choose a subject without care and thought. 
Do not choose a subject because you think it will be easy. 
Do not ignore a subject that may be new to you. Find out about it



Core subjects 

The courses that you must follow in Years 10 and 11 

are:

 

• English Language and English Literature 

• Mathematics 

• Science 

• Physical Education (non-exam) 

• Personal Development 

Personal development is delivered to all pupils once 

every week, supported by Information, Advice and 

Guidance at various times during Key Stage 4. 



What do we need to do?

Pupils make 4 preferences

First Choice: Humanities - all children must do history or 

geography

All students must choose either Geography or History so please 

rank, with 1 being highest preference. 

After this, rank all other subjects, with 1 being your highest 

preference. The top 3 ranked options will be classed as your 

preferred subjects and then the remaining ranked options will be 

considered in case of over/under subscriptions to options. You 

are not guarenteed to get the subjects you prefer.
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The following are core 

subjects



English 

Language



English 

Literature



Mathematics



Science



Science



You must choose history or 

geography



History



Geography
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