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Message from Headteacher 

 
 
Message from Headteacher 
 
 
As we start half term, it is wonderful to look back at what a phenomenal half term we have had. Our students 
have experienced and demonstrated our school values of Excellence, Opportunity and Partnership in so many 
different ways. The personal development opportunities for our students are abundant and well attended. To 
mention just a few from this half term, we have had a mixed year group residential to Ullswater, Year 9 visits 
to university for GCSE preference preparation, apprenticeship and careers trips and assemblies led by 
students, focusing on mother languages and world religion. Our Business Beats Cancer group have raised 
£500 through their tuck shop which has been a great success with students. 
 
We launched an attendance drive over the last few weeks, and this has seen students with 100% attendance 
in the last 4 weeks, receiving ice creams at lunchtime. We are going to continue this half termly. 
 
I wrote to you in the second week back of the term to tell you of my intention to step down from the headship 
at Thornhill in the summer. Behind the scenes the trust has been doing lots of work on the advertising for 
my successor. Interviews will be held when we return after half term. The Trust will keep you informed about 
any appointment, following the recruitment process. 
 
Last week we moved another step closer to the commencement of the new school build, with a visit to site 
from the contractors who will lead the construction. Building is set to commence in November this year. I 
will be excited to share the plans with you at some point after Easter, when they are formally approved. 
Over half term, please can you ensure that your children have the correct school uniform. Details of this can 
be found on the school website 
 
We return to school on Monday 3rd March for a normal start to the new half term. Students should be on 
school site for 8.30am ready for Line up for Learning at 8.40am. 

 
Mrs S Hamilton 
Headteacher 
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Consilium Awards 

At this time of year, we ask staff to nominate and vote for 
our very best students. 
In each year group 2 students are nominated for our 
Consilium values of: 
Excellence 
Integrity 
Equity 
All departments have nominated their best student 
before our final Trust nominations go to a vote! 
We look forward to celebrating the achievements of our 
students and sharing our winners in due course! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charity Group 

Our charity group launched their next venture for raising money for Business Beats Cancer.  

So far this year they have raised almost £500 for Cancer Research!  

Help us raise even money for our Charity partnership, Business Beats Cancer and our whole school rewards 
Every Thursday at break with our Tuck Shop! Treats are available from 20p to £1.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Apprenticeship week 

We have been involved in National Apprenticeship Week, this is 
a week of raising awareness, with our students, about the 
benefits and opportunities in the apprenticeship route. All 
students have taken part in a national Big Virtual Assembly and 
applied what they have learned in an interactive quiz during 
AM’PD.  
 
Year 10, in particular, have had a range of opportunities. We 
welcomed Stephen Bradley from New College Durham to speak 
in an assembly about apprenticeships, the benefits of this route, and how they can work towards applying 
next year. 40 students also attended the National Apprenticeship and Education Show at Newcastle Civic 
Centre, where they explored diverse career opportunities, such as radiography, British Aerospace engineering, 
and non-destructive testing. We were impressed with our students who took part in the events podcast and 
were interviewed about their ambitions and future aspirations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 10 History 

Our year 10 history students took part 
in a workshop from Frontline history. 

The session involved students 
investigating life on the Western Front 
and handling historical artefacts from 
WWI. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NHS Aspiring Careers Event 
 
 
 
A huge well done to all our year 8 
students who attended the NHS 
Aspiring Careers Event at Sunderland 
University. Students took part in 
workshops with Radiographers, 
Podiatrists, Nutritionists and 
Occupational Therapists and gathered 
important information on how each 
professional works, and how they got 
into their respective careers.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Business Breakfast 

We hosted our 3rd Business Breakfast of the year, which was open to 
all students, with a special invitation to year 11 to finalise their next 
best steps. Students spoke to representatives from Sunderland 
College, SETA, Gateshead College, Penshaw View Training, Siemans 
and Newcastle Sixth Form. Students have been invited to open events 
to explore apprenticeships, and many year 11’s made applications to 
colleges ready for September. Our visitors were really impressed with 
the level of questions and interaction form our students, with a shout 
out to Vania and Amhineh. 

 

 

 

 

 

World Book Day 

 

 
Look out for key stage 3 activities on 6th March for World Book Day! 
The Masked Reader in AM'PD 
Year 7 book quiz 
Character Champion Debates 
Cross curricular books 
Teacher reads in PM'PD 
There may be one or 2 characters come to life on this day too! 

 

 

Book Fair 

https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/organiser-
resources/secondary#before 

Thornhill Academy has partnered with Scholastic Books to organize a 
book fair on the 28th of March - 2nd April. 

 
 

https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/organiser-resources/secondary#before
https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/organiser-resources/secondary#before


Girls Rugby 

Y7 have been working to develop their attack and defence game 
principles, in PE this half term. 

To support this learning, it was great to welcome Marc - Sunderland 
RFU Coach, into school on Monday, to help us develop these skills 
through Rugby. The girls were fantastic throughout the session – well 
done! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Football Leadership 
 

Our Y7/Y8 Barclays Girls Sports Leadership Group met for the first 
time this week. 

The session focused on sharing the barriers to girls’ participation in 
football/sport. 

We also developed our Group pledge to help support more girls to 
access opportunities to help lead happy, healthy, and active lives. Well 
done! 

 
 



Enrichment Opportunity 
 
We were really lucky to be invited to Rainton Meadows, where year 7 students were selected to take part in 
activities to encourage them to become nature rangers. During our trip, we learned about the history of the 
country park and how it helps to conserve wildlife, plants and trees. Students used binoculars to spot wildlife, 
went pond dipping to find out what lived, beneath the water and had a go at fire lighting, all before toasting 
their own marshmallows and enjoying a hot chocolate in the woods. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Arbor Parent and Guardian Portal  
Our new Arbor Parent and Guardian Portal has been launched, you should have received your log in details 
in your inbox. 



Year 11 Revision Events and Period 6 Schedule 

 

  

 

Sponsorship plea 

 

We are looking for local businesses who can sponsor some 
sports kits for our futsal and football teams. Our good friends 
at Young Asian Voices have sponsored a kit for our younger 
children. As our children are involved in more sport, we also 
need to invest in larger sizes for older year groups. Can you or 
anyone you know help? If so, email our Deputy Headteacher 
liam.clark@consilium-at.com.  
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PE Kit Donation Drive 

 

 
 
 

Thornhill PE department would greatly appreciate any PE 
kit donations to assist our pupils with their lessons 

Please drop off at the main reception. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Breakfast Club 
  
 
  
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thumbprint Menus 
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easyfundraising 
Thornhill Academy are now registered with 
easyfundraising, which means you can raise 
FREE donations for us every time you shop 
online. Over 7,000 brands will donate to us 
when you use easyfundraising to shop with 
them – at no extra cost to yourself! All funds 
raised will be paid directly to the Academy to 
use for the benefit of our students. 
 
 
 
These donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to us, so we would 
really appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up and support us. It is 
completely FREE and only takes a moment. 
You can find our easyfundraising page at:  
 
 https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thornhill-
academy/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=gs-
email1 
 
Thank you so much! 

Groundwork 

 
"In partnership with Energy Savings Trust, Groundwork have a new service that offers help 

and advice with managing energy costs.  
This service now covers residents in all areas under Newcastle City Council, North 

Tyneside Council, South Tyneside Council, Durham County Council, Gateshead Council 
and City of Sunderland Council 
  
If you're looking for advice on reducing energy use, keeping warm at home, making 
energy efficiency upgrades, installing renewable energy systems, make energy 
efficient home improvements or just help to pay your energy bills please get in touch. 

  
Our in-home support programme provides free, expert advice on being more energy efficient and on how to 
lower your bills.  
We are completely impartial and there's no hard sell - just clear honest advice from the experts. 
We can even help those in 'hard-to-treat' homes like: flats, terrace houses, old properties, single glazed 
properties and homes in the countryside. 
  
If you would like any of the help listed above or just more information, please get in touch; my email address 
and mobile number are given below.  
I can have a chat and/or make a referral to the programme, then one of the energy experts will be in touch 
to book a home visit." 
 
Joel Barrow 
Community Project Manager, North of Tyne Region 
Groundwork NE & Cumbria  
Joel.Barrow@groundwork.org.uk> 
Mobile: 07977 819 720 

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thornhill-academy/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=gs-email1
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https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thornhill-academy/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=gs-email1
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thornhill-academy/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=gs-email1
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ParentPay 
It is important for all Parents/Carers to be using ParentPay as we are looking to become a cashless school. 
If you do not have your username and password, please contact reception or email: 
Thr-enquiries@consilium-at.com 
. 
 

 

mailto:Thr-enquiries@consilium-at.com


 
 
 
 



 

Sharp Reporting System  
Were you aware Thornhill has a web based anonymous reporting function? This is the direct link to the 
reporting feature, but this can also be accessed through the school website: 
https://thornhill.thesharpsystem.com/   

 
Alumni Network  
If you are a former pupil, we want to hear from you! 
 
Thank you for the overwhelming support we always receive from parents. 
We are extremely proud of our Alumni. When our students leave following completion of their GCSEs, they 
progress on to some incredibly exciting and far-reaching pathways.  
 
What is it?  
The Consilium Alumni will be a network of former students across all Consilium Academies.  
 
The Alumni programme aims to: 

• Allow continued support where needed for our former pupils 
• Create a network of former pupils who are now in further education or employment, who may be able 

to use this experience to inspire and support current students 
• Celebrate the achievements of former pupils 
• Advertise local jobs which may appeal to former students and their families 

 
Who can join? 
Any former student or staff member from one of our Consilium Academies schools.  
 
Join our network today and help us continue to build our Consilium community! 

Sign up here 
Parent Information 
Get in touch 

• At Thornhill Academy we understand the importance of sharing information and news with our 
parents and carers. Each week we publish our Parental Bulletin to ensure you are kept up to date with 
recent school news.  

• We also want to hear from you! We love to share good news stories and the amazing 
accomplishments made by our pupils. 

• If you have some good news to share about your child, please get in touch via email:  
• thr-enquiries@consilium-at.com  
• Follow us 
• Don’t forget to follow us on social media for the latest updates on school activities 

 

 
 
 
 To view all Parents Letters please click the link below: 

View Parents Letters 
 

Twitter@thornhill_uk 
Instagram@thornhill_academy 
FacebookThornhill Academy 
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