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Message from Headteacher 

 
 
Message from Headteacher 
 
Can I firstly start by wishing you all a very Happy New Year. 
 
2024 was an outstanding year for us at Thornhill, and we look to build on that further in 2025. We are 
immensely proud of our students, and within school, our staff team look to ensure that they receive a world 
class education and receive opportunities to enrich their lives and to give them opportunities to try new 
things. The extracurricular offer in school, goes from strength to strength and, this year, we will see it 
extended further. This would not be possible without the phenomenally dedicated staff team, who go above 
and beyond for our student body. 
 
We know that our students will not achieve what they are capable of, without a strong home school 
relationship to support our young people. As parents and carers your support in ensuring that your children 
have good attendance is vital to their success. Good attendance is over 96%. Children with attendance under 
90% are considered as being persistently absent (PA). Information will be coming to you very shortly with 
regards to your child’s attendance last term. If this falls short of what we are asking for, then please work 
with your child to improve this. We will rereport attendance after Easter for this term, and also the cumulative 
attendance for the year. It will be wonderful for you to celebrate an improved rate of attendance with them 
at Easter. Regular attendance is crucial for academic success, it ensures that students do not miss out on 
valuable learning experiences and are well-prepared for their examinations. 
 
Thank you for your continued support, lets together support our young people to have the best possible 
chances of successful futures. 

 
Mrs S Hamilton 
Headteacher 
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Year 11 Parents Meeting 

Assemblies 

We really enjoyed welcoming back our students with our new year assemblies, ensuring that we all remember 
our core values of Partnership, Excellence and Opportunity. We took the opportunity to celebrate the 
successes of everyone working hard and doing well, and offered a fresh start to all students.  

Andy, from Youth for Christ has also visited us with his take on the new year and new beginnings. Always a 
fun filled assembly with games and prizes for students, though it was difficult to beat Mrs Crossley in the 
year 8 assembly!  

 
 



 

 

 

Next week, we are really looking forward to hearing from 
Mr Rice and our students for World Religion Day 2025. 
 
 

 

 

 

Careers 

This year, our Year 9 students prepare to select their 
options and pathways for Key Stage 4 and their GCSE 
examinations. To support this important decision, 
students have taken part in a ‘Future Me’ workshop 
with Sunderland University, to think about their future 
and what steps they might need to take. We had great 
feedback from our students and Ani, our visitor, was 
very impressed with students’ attitude and 
engagement. Ani will be back with us again next week 
for more work preparation work with year 9.  

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a range of careers opportunities happening this term, including an NHS Careers performance for 
year 8, and an apprenticeship event for year 10, as well as our half termly Business Breakfasts  

 

 

Trips and events  

 

We are counting down the days to our big trip to the Lake 
District, with 36 of our amazing young people. Over the week 
we will take on adventures that will push us out of our comfort 
zone, build new friendships and come back with lots of exciting 
and fun memories!  

 
 
 

 

 



We are also looking forward to our year 
10 English trip to Sunderland 
University, for their annual Orwell prize 
event. The Orwell Youth Prize is an 
annual writing competition for young 
people in the UK. Every year, we set a 
theme inspired by the writing of the 
author and journalist, George Orwell, 
asking entrants to think about the 
world around them and issues which 
matter today. This year, the theme is 
‘Freedom is...’ and the event will set 
students up to write a strong entry for 
the 2025 competition, as well as 
provide context for their studies at 
GCSE.  

 

 

 

The maths department are taking year 11 students to 
Newcastle University Physics Department for a 
problem-solving event. The aim of this event is to equip 
students with skills to solve the toughest problems in 
their maths GCSE. It is a great opportunity for our young 
people to see what they can do with maths, and how 
taking maths past GCSE level, can help them to reach 
their goals.  

 

 

Sports News 

We are delighted to announce that following our Great Active Sunderland School 
Charter submission, we have achieved the Gold Standard!   

We are so proud of this fantastic achievement, and we look forward to working 
with @activesland during the new academic year   

 
 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2F_u%2Factivesland%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2a-uxRmN4eh3gji-gsHpt1CLxZcmqkR2KaPMNErOcWhr9LsXf9XtDLN3s_aem_3R3VZmtLeO2K0D-pH8w-KA&h=AT31Eoyf8SDMIWQeks48rzs91Eq4oJuovVitAEXHxSxE3n6R62RlY7Hf_ZCdntsU23e_EuKEU7jN8rH0lssgglManJjJ6LmXYLqtKtV_LSHP5_Fb6JFHeSPHgImfwvsvRvM5&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3EEGR9RMUID0DvAk6YNTGeMBoJjys0D2q5QEyXNeGJJF9Zd-n7wT7E7N0St4PMqXemR6w8XT1UynvYtJNUr7R-7MGNgBzJPpB95oHkz6ppxGN0ZcyJ92xwtdn_AKWXKW9lm1t6jZ1OmoyvsxcAngdmqo2Fyo2xefh9JId01wVu


Sponsorship plea 

 

We are looking for local businesses who can sponsor some 
sports kits for our futsal and football teams. Our good friends 
at Young Asian Voices have sponsored a kit for our younger 
children. As our children are involved in more sport, we also 
need to invest in larger sizes for older year groups. Can you or 
anyone you know help? If so, email our Deputy Headteacher 
liam.clark@consilium-at.com.  
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PE Kit Donation Drive 

 

 
 
 

Thornhill PE department would greatly appreciate any PE 
kit donations to assist our pupils with their lessons 

Please drop off at main reception. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Breakfast Club 
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thumbprint Menus 



 
 



 



 



easyfundraising 
Thornhill Academy are now registered with 
easyfundraising, which means you can raise 
FREE donations for us every time you shop 
online. Over 7,000 brands will donate to us 
when you use easyfundraising to shop with 
them – at no extra cost to yourself! All funds 
raised will be paid directly to the Academy to 
use for the benefit of our students. 
 
 
 
These donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to us, so we would 
really appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up and support us. It is 
completely FREE and only takes a moment. 
You can find our easyfundraising page at:  
 
 https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thornhill-
academy/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=gs-
email1 
 
Thank you so much! 

Groundwork 

 
"In partnership with Energy Savings Trust, Groundwork have a new service that offers help 

and advice with managing energy costs.  
This service now covers residents in all areas under Newcastle City Council, North 

Tyneside Council, South Tyneside Council, Durham County Council, Gateshead Council 
and City of Sunderland Council 
  
If you're looking for advice on reducing energy use, keeping warm at home, making 
energy efficiency upgrades, installing renewable energy systems, make energy 
efficient home improvements or just help to pay your energy bills please get in touch. 

  
Our in-home support programme provides free, expert advice on being more energy efficient and on how to 
lower your bills.  
We are completely impartial and there's no hard sell - just clear honest advice from the experts. 
We can even help those in 'hard-to-treat' homes like: flats, terrace houses, old properties, single glazed 
properties and homes in the countryside. 
  
If you would like any of the help listed above or just more information, please get in touch; my email address 
and mobile number are given below.  
I can have a chat and/or make a referral to the programme, then one of the energy experts will be in touch 
to book a home visit." 
 
Joel Barrow 
Community Project Manager, North of Tyne Region 
Groundwork NE & Cumbria  
Joel.Barrow@groundwork.org.uk> 
Mobile: 07977 819 720 
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ParentPay App    
Student Information – PLEASE UPDATE NOW 
It is important that we have up to date information on your child. This includes correct address and telephone 
numbers, emergency contact details, medical updates, including allergies, etc. 
 
Much of this can be updated by parents/carers through the ParentApp. Please log into ParentApp and check 
that all the information that we hold for your child is correct and update where necessary. 
 
If you are unable to access ParentApp, please contact the main school office who will be happy to assist by 
making the changes and helping you set up ParentApp for future use. 
 
  
Free School Meals 
Please see the school details for information around Free School Meal entitlement. If you are not currently 
entitled to receive Free School Meals, complete the form and if, in the future, circumstances change, the 
entitlement could automatically start for your child. 
  
Lunch Accounts 
We are currently looking at all student lunch accounts and will be contacting parents/carers where there is 
significant debt on a student’s account. We will no longer be able to provide meals for those students who 
have considerable debt on their accounts and who make no payment to reduce the balance. 
Please clear any overdrawn balance now or contact the main school office if this will cause undue 
financial burden. 

ParentPay 
It is important for all Parents/Carers to be using ParentPay as we are looking to become a cashless school. 
If you do not have your username and password, please contact reception or email: 
Thr-enquiries@consilium-at.com 
. 
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Sharp Reporting System  
Were you aware Thornhill has a web based anonymous reporting function? This is the direct link to the 
reporting feature, but this can also be accessed through the school website: 
https://thornhill.thesharpsystem.com/   

 
Alumni Network  
If you are a former pupil, we want to hear from you! 
 
Thank you for the overwhelming support we always receive from parents. 
We are extremely proud of our Alumni. When our students leave following completion of their GCSEs, they 
progress on to some incredibly exciting and far-reaching pathways.  
 
What is it?  
The Consilium Alumni will be a network of former students across all Consilium Academies.  
 
The Alumni programme aims to: 

• Allow continued support where needed for our former pupils 
• Create a network of former pupils who are now in further education or employment, who may be able 

to use this experience to inspire and support current students 
• Celebrate the achievements of former pupils 
• Advertise local jobs which may appeal to former students and their families 

 
Who can join? 
Any former student or staff member from one of our Consilium Academies schools.  
 
Join our network today and help us continue to build our Consilium community! 

Sign up here 

https://thornhill.thesharpsystem.com/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=C_MlKbmmH0m4veL4xy3J7TJYeAc5eulNv7LdjAdmVu5UMjY2M0tFV0VGSjdMWUg0R1hURVVZMlBXNy4u


Parent Information 
Get in touch 

• At Thornhill Academy we understand the importance of sharing information and news with our 
parents and carers. Each week we publish our Parental Bulletin to ensure you are kept up to date with 
recent school news.  

• We also want to hear from you! We love to share good news stories and the amazing 
accomplishments made by our pupils. 

• If you have some good news to share about your child, please get in touch via email:  
• thr-enquiries@consilium-at.com  
• Follow us 
• Don’t forget to follow us on social media for the latest updates on school activities 

 

 
 
 
 To view all Parents Letters please click the link below: 

View Parents Letters 
 

Twitter@thornhill_uk 
Instagram@thornhill_academy 
FacebookThornhill Academy 
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