
 

 

Thornhill Academy, Thornholme Road 
Sunderland, SR2 7NA 

0191 500 7981 
thr-enquiries@consilium-at.com 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
Message from Headteacher 

Today, during Parliament Week, we were fortunate to welcome to school, Lewis Atkinson, MP for Sunderland 
Central, newly elected at the 2024 General Election. Along with Lewis, we also welcomed Cllr Michael Butler, 
who is a Southwick Ward councillor and cabinet member for children's services, child poverty and skills. After 
an initial meeting with Mr Clark and myself, where we initially discussed the school’s journey to its Good 
Ofsted grading and the new school build issues. I then had an opportunity to discuss issues affecting our 
school and its wider community. 
 
In the second part of the visit, they met with members of our school council, who had a variety of questions 
for Lewis around several current political issues, including the removal of the winter fuel allowance, assisted 
dying and inheritance tax on farms, alongside more personal questions around how he got into politics, and 
what he loves most about Sunderland. Through discussions, the students also gained a better understanding 
of the difference between local and national government. 
 
Both Lewis and Michael were clearly passionate about their love of our city, and how they want to support 
it’s future development. Our students were very keen to be involved more moving forward, in having their 
voice heard in terms of Sunderland’s future. From the way they engaged and the questions they asked, we 
certainly have some future counsellors and politicians amongst them. 
 
We are looking forward to working with them in the future, getting our students to understand how to effect 

positive change, is really important for their future lives, and the positive growth of our city. 
 
 
Mrs S Hamilton 
Headteacher 
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Assemblies 

Our students enjoyed a really interactive assembly with Mr 
Armstrong last week, as they discussed what bullying is, and how 
we show respect to each other. Our students focused on respect 
as a theme for Anti Bullying week, and explored how we should 
celebrate our differences and not tolerate any forms of bullying. It 
was great to see so many students and staff showing their support, 
by wearing their odd socks for Odd Socks Day! In AM’PD students 
applied their understanding by creating poems and stories 
showing respect. We particularly like this one from Lily, in year 8. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This week, students explored the theme of 
communication as an essential skill for life. 
Over this year, key stage three will be 
focusing on each essential skill to ‘build’, or 
skills as we work, as a Skills Builder 
Partnership school. These skills are what 
future employers are looking for and will 
support students in achieving their best next 
steps for their future.  

 

Trips 

This week, we received a visit from St Anne’s College, University of Oxford. Year 7 and Year 9 gained an insight 
into life at university, with great questions from our students with very high aspirations! Our 10X1 English 
class also received a critical thinking workshop, exploring deep and meaningful questions to understand the 
different ways of thinking and working, that will prepare them for a possible future at university. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Year 11 students visited the Apprenticeship Roadshow this week to 
explore the range of possible careers they could take through the 
apprenticeship route. This is a great route for students who want to 
combine working and learning together. If students want support 
with their applications, they should see Mrs Crooks for advice and 
guidance.  

 

 

 



Year 9 enjoyed a fabulous day at St Chad's College, University of Durham. 
Students enjoyed a glimpse into university life. We enjoyed lectures in 
Law and Anthropology, team building sessions, and met some current 
students who shared their experiences. We even managed a walk through 
the cathedral and along the beautiful river. A great opportunity for our 
Year 9 pupils, leaving some keen to look at higher education. 

 

 
  

  

   

 

 

 

 

Hedgehog Friendly Schools Group 

We launched our new co-curricular timetable last week, 
and it is great to get started with our new Hedgehog 
Friendly Schools group. There was great effort from our 
hedgehog friendly team, as they checked the school 
grounds and produced an audit to see what hazards there 
were for hedgehogs  All part of our efforts to become a 
Hedgehog Friendly School! 

 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Speak Up – Performing Art’s  
As some of you may remember, over the past two years, year Y7 had the fantastic opportunity to be part of 
a nationwide project (Speak Up) launched by The National Theatre. This program allows young people to 
work in co-creation with local artists and teachers, to lead creative projects in response to issues that are 
most important to them. Through the past two years, we have been lucky enough to work with the likes of 
Holly Rees (musician), Sally Anderson (artist) and many more fantastic artists.   
It is with great pleasure to announce that yesterday saw the Northern Gallery for Contemporary Art opening 
at the National Glass Centre, where it featured the artwork from last year's Speak Up Thornhill students! I am 
sure you will all join me in congratulating all the students who were involved. Below you can see the piece 
of artwork which was displayed.  

 

                                                                                                                 

Last week, we were also lucky enough to re-launch this project with the current Y7’s. They were straight in at 
the deep end, exploring ideas with local actor and musician Kema Kay. Kema Kay is best known for starring 
in the BAFTA award winning film I, Daniel Blake in 2016. We are looking forward to seeing the work he 
produces with our students over the upcoming weeks. Keep your eyes peeled for more updates!  

 

Performing Art’s reward tip  
As part of their GCSE studies, Y11 are provided with the 
opportunity to watch live performances to help expose 
them to the arts.  On Wednesday, they fully enjoyed 
watching the touring production of Dear Even Hanson at 
Sunderland Empire. They were also joined by Y9 students 
who had demonstrated excellence and partnership skills 
in their lesson this half term. Their hard work and effort 
had not gone unnoticed by Miss O’Neill and Mr Holden!   
  

  

 

 

 

Thornhill Academy Punk Portraits 
(co-created with Tommy Anderson) 

 



 



 



Trip to London 
The history and English department are launching an amazing opportunity to visit the sites of London. 

The trip will be an overnight stay taking place on Thursday 13th March -Friday 14th March. 

Students will travel to London via coach and take part in workshops at the Tower of London, uncovering the 
prisoners who have stayed there over time. There will also be an opportunity to visit Shakespeare's Globe 
theatre, bringing Macbeth to life. As well as this, students can walk through the streets of Victorian London 
on a Jack the Ripper walking tour. 

The cost of the trip will be £150, this will include; travel, overnight stay, Thursday dinner, Friday breakfast 
and lunch, Tower of London, Globe theatre, Jack the Ripper walking tour and Thames cruise. If students are 
interested, please take a letter from Miss Harris or Miss Anderson.  

Secure your place through Parentpay. 

 



 



 
On Saturday, 30th November, 11am-3pm our Wellbeing Hub will be full of amazing stalls to start your 
Christmas shopping; hot food & drinks will be flowing and there will be plenty of fun festive games to take 
part in. You can even win £100 cash and plenty of amazing prizes on our raffle. You will also find some on 
both our tombola and chocolate tombola too. And we can't forget Santa, who will be paying us a visit in his 
grotto!  
  
We would love to see you there!  
  
All funds raised, help us to continue providing services that support those in our area to achieve positive 
mental health. 
  
Free Entry and Free Parking available. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Your guide to what's #HappeningInSunderland city centre 

 
https://mailchi. mp/sunderlandbid/your-weekly-guide-to-whats-going-on-in-sunderland-city-centre-
17337280?e=f9e851a60e 

 

We Make Culture free music sessions  

Come along to the Lambton Street Youth and Community Hub,  
Faulkland Rd 
Sunderland 
SR4 6XA 
Tel: 0191 5675227  
 

 

Tuesdays, 5-6pm - Lambton Street DJ Club    

The Lambton Street DJ Club will be a space to try out all kinds of electronic 
music, including DJing and music production.   

Sessions are free to attend for 11–18-year-olds, and will be happening on 
Tuesdays, from 5-6pm.    

The club will be led by the professional DJ and Producer, Jamal Graham, 
and you can work towards creating, recording and performing music. No 
previous experience or sign-up required, just turn up!   

Thursdays 5-7pm - Lambton Street Music Project   

Free music sessions for 11–19-year-olds, from 5-7pm on Thursdays.   

Whether you love singing or want to have a go at playing an instrument 
or writing a song, you can come along and have a go! You don’t need to 
have any experience of playing music before, just an interest in giving 
music a try.    

Sessions will be led by professional musicians, and you can work 
towards performing and recording music. No sign-up required, just turn 
up!   
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The Hendon Music Project is back for the new term!   

We Make Culture, will be running free, weekly music sessions 
during term time, from 4:30-6:00pm.  

These sessions, run from Elliot House SR2 8JX, are open to young 
people aged 11-16, with any level of musical experience and 
don't require any sign up, just turn up.  

You must live in the Hendon Ward to attend.  

 

 

 

 

famOrli: 

 
Free Clinician-led Mental Health Webinars for 
Parents & Carers. 
 
At Orli, we know that when it comes to 
supporting your children’s mental health, you 
want to know what is going on, what you can 
do to help and if you are doing it right. 
 
That’s why we created famOrli - a clinician-led 
community for families and schools to access 
world-class clinicians and a supportive network without the wait. 
 
To launch famOrli in the North East, we are hosting weekly online drop-ins and webinars starting on 
Monday, 7th October. The sessions will be online and completely free to access, giving you the chance to 
chat with, and learn from mental health and neurodiversity-specialist clinicians. 
 
We’re also launching a Sunderland-based group in our community, where parents can receive support from 
other parents, as well as from our mental health professionals. Think of it as your safe space to find 
answers to the tough questions. 
 
How To Get Involved: 

1. Join our WhatsApp Community: https://chat.whatsapp.com/ELC2Lt6zYWlE9xsUVMB56R 
2. Book a free webinar or drop-in: https://www.tickettailor.com/events/famorli 

You can also find more information on our website: famOrli.com. 
 
Thornhill Academy’s Homework Timetable 
Your child will get homework from their subject teacher, please see the timetables below of when they will 

receive each subject homework to help you support your child.  

https://chat.whatsapp.com/ELC2Lt6zYWlE9xsUVMB56R
https://chat.whatsapp.com/ELC2Lt6zYWlE9xsUVMB56R
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/famorli
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/famorli
https://www.famorli.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



PE Kit Donation Drive 

 

 
 
 

Thornhill PE department would greatly appreciate any PE 
kit donations to assist our pupils with their lessons 

Please drop off at main reception. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Breakfast Club 
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thumbprint Menus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



easyfundraising 
Thornhill Academy are now registered with 
easyfundraising, which means you can raise 
FREE donations for us every time you shop 
online. Over 7,000 brands will donate to us 
when you use easyfundraising to shop with 
them – at no extra cost to yourself! All funds 
raised will be paid directly to the Academy to 
use for the benefit of our students. 
 
 
 
These donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to us, so we would 
really appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up and support us. It is 
completely FREE and only takes a moment. 
You can find our easyfundraising page at:  
 
 https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thornhill-
academy/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=gs-
email1 
 
Thank you so much! 

Groundwork 

 
"In partnership with Energy Savings Trust, Groundwork have a new service that offers help 

and advice with managing energy costs.  
This service now covers residents in all areas under Newcastle City Council, North 

Tyneside Council, South Tyneside Council, Durham County Council, Gateshead Council 
and City of Sunderland Council 
  
If you're looking for advice on reducing energy use, keeping warm at home, making 
energy efficiency upgrades, installing renewable energy systems, make energy 
efficient home improvements or just help to pay your energy bills please get in touch. 

  
Our in-home support programme provides free, expert advice on being more energy efficient and on how to 
lower your bills.  
We are completely impartial and there's no hard sell - just clear honest advice from the experts. 
We can even help those in 'hard-to-treat' homes like: flats, terrace houses, old properties, single glazed 
properties and homes in the countryside. 
  
If you would like any of the help listed above or just more information, please get in touch; my email address 
and mobile number are given below.  
I can have a chat and/or make a referral to the programme, then one of the energy experts will be in touch 
to book a home visit." 
 
Joel Barrow 
Community Project Manager, North of Tyne Region 
Groundwork NE & Cumbria  
Joel.Barrow@groundwork.org.uk> 
Mobile: 07977 819 720 
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https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thornhill-academy/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=gs-email1
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ParentPay App    
Student Information – PLEASE UPDATE NOW 
It is important that we have up to date information on your child. This includes correct address and telephone 
numbers, emergency contact details, medical updates, including allergies, etc. 
 
Much of this can be updated by parents/carers through the ParentApp. Please log into ParentApp and check 
that all the information that we hold for your child is correct and update where necessary. 
 
If you are unable to access ParentApp, please contact the main school office who will be happy to assist by 
making the changes and helping you set up ParentApp for future use. 
 
  
Free School Meals 
Please see the school details for information around Free School Meal entitlement. If you are not currently 
entitled to receive Free School Meals, complete the form and if, in the future, circumstances change, the 
entitlement could automatically start for your child. 
  
Lunch Accounts 
We are currently looking at all student lunch accounts and will be contacting parents/carers where there is 
significant debt on a student’s account. We will no longer be able to provide meals for those students who 
have considerable debt on their accounts and who make no payment to reduce the balance. 
Please clear any overdrawn balance now or contact the main school office if this will cause undue 
financial burden. 

ParentPay 
It is important for all Parents/Carers to be using ParentPay as we are looking to become a cashless school. 
If you do not have your username and password, please contact reception or email: 
Thr-enquiries@consilium-at.com 
. 
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Parent App    
Student Information – PLEASE UPDATE NOW 
It is important that we have up to date information on your child. This includes correct address and telephone 
numbers, emergency contact details, medical updates, including allergies, etc. 
 
Much of this can be updated by parents/carers through the ParentApp. Please log into ParentApp and check 
that all the information that we hold for your child is correct and update where necessary. 
 
If you are unable to access ParentApp, please contact the main school office who will be happy to assist by 
making the changes and helping you set up ParentApp for future use. 
 
Free School Meals 
Please see the school details for information around Free School Meal entitlement. If you are not currently 
entitled to receive Free School Meals, complete the form and if, in the future, circumstances change, the 
entitlement could automatically start for your child. 
  
Lunch Accounts 
We are currently looking at all student lunch accounts and will be contacting parents/carers where there is 
significant debt on a student’s account. We will no longer be able to provide meals for those students who 
have considerable debt on their accounts and who make no payment to reduce the balance. 
Please clear any overdrawn balance now or contact the main school office if this will cause undue 
financial burden. 
 

Sharp Reporting System  
Were you aware Thornhill has a web based anonymous reporting function? This is the direct link to the 
reporting feature, but this can also be accessed through the school website: 
https://thornhill.thesharpsystem.com/   

 
Alumni Network  
If you are a former pupil, we want to hear from you! 
 
Thank you for the overwhelming support we always receive from parents. 
We are extremely proud of our Alumni. When our students leave following completion of their GCSEs, they 
progress on to some incredibly exciting and far-reaching pathways.  
 
What is it?  
The Consilium Alumni will be a network of former students across all Consilium Academies.  
 
The Alumni programme aims to: 

• Allow continued support where needed for our former pupils 
• Create a network of former pupils who are now in further education or employment, who may be able 

to use this experience to inspire and support current students 
• Celebrate the achievements of former pupils 
• Advertise local jobs which may appeal to former students and their families 

 
Who can join? 
Any former student or staff member from one of our Consilium Academies schools.  
 
Join our network today and help us continue to build our Consilium community! 

Sign up here 

https://thornhill.thesharpsystem.com/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=C_MlKbmmH0m4veL4xy3J7TJYeAc5eulNv7LdjAdmVu5UMjY2M0tFV0VGSjdMWUg0R1hURVVZMlBXNy4u


Parent Information 
Get in touch 

• At Thornhill Academy we understand the importance of sharing information and news with our 
parents and carers. Each week we publish our Parental Bulletin to ensure you are kept up to date with 
recent school news.  

• We also want to hear from you! We love to share good news stories and the amazing 
accomplishments made by our pupils. 

• If you have some good news to share about your child, please get in touch via email:  
• thr-enquiries@consilium-at.com  
• Follow us 
• Don’t forget to follow us on social media for the latest updates on school activities 

 

 
 
 
 To view all Parents Letters please click the link below: 

View Parents Letters 
 

Twitter@thornhill_uk 
Instagram@thornhill_academy 
FacebookThornhill Academy 
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