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Message from Headteacher 

 

We have had such a busy week at Thornhill, with so many activities enhancing the life experiences and 
chances of our students. Our school values of Opportunity, Partnership and Excellence. 
 
Yesterday was our careers fayre, every year group had opportunity to visit this. For year 7 students this was 
their first steps into considering their future when they leave Thornhill in 2029! That might seem a long way 
away, but times goes by really quickly, and considering what direction you may want to take isn’t just a focus 
for year 11 students. 
 
Also, this week students had an amazing opportunity to visit The Place and the British eSports Academy. It 
was described by students as ‘the best visit ever!’ So many of our students have heard about the visit and 
have been asking for when we can have more visits. I am sure that Mrs Crooks will be organising more. This 
is certainly an area of future employment, that many of us would never have considered, in even the recent 
past. This is why relevant careers advice and exploration is so important for all our students. 
 
If you aren’t already following our social media, please do. It’s a great way of finding out what our wonderful 
students are up to! Links to our Facebook and Instagram are below. 
 

Facebook 

 Instagram 

 X (Twitter) 

 
 
Can I remind parents and carers, that school is closed to students on Monday 18th November 2024 for a 
staff INSET day. School will be open as usual from Tuesday 19th November, until we close for Christmas on 
Friday 20th December 2024. 
 
 
Mrs S Hamilton 
Headteacher 
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Monday, 18th November is an INSET day, school will be closed. 
 
Year 11 Internal Assessments 
Year 11 internal assessments will be taking place in school from, Monday, 25th November to Friday, 13th 
December. The link below will take you to timetable: 
 
https://www.thornhillschool.org.uk/page/?title=Students&pid=11 

To support your child in preparing for their mock examination subjects, lessons will be running as normal. 
We will also be running a series of booster sessions in the morning before each examination. 
 
Your child has been given their personal mock examination timetable. The full mock examination timetable 
can be found on the website alongside further information about the examination preparation. 
 
Pupils have been informed about examination regulations and this information can be found at: 
 
 IFC-Written_Examinations_Sep2023_FINAL.pdf (jcq.org.uk) 

Year 11 Period 6 
Period 6 intervention will continue this half term straight after school from 15:10 – 15:40 (30mins). This is 
in preparation for the GCSE examination, and the following subjects will run sessions on the days listed 
below: 

Maths – Wednesdays 
Computing Science - Wednesdays 
History – Thursdays 
Geography – Thursdays 

 

Assemblies  
This week’s theme helped us reflect upon the past and prepare for 
Remembrance Day. Miss Harris led the assemblies, which are always 
enjoyed by our students, as interesting stories from our past are shared, 
which help us understand the importance of Remembrance Day and 
what it means to us as individuals, as a community and as a nation. 
This year, Miss Harris focused on the anniversary of the D Day Landings. 
This theme followed into our AM’PD session, where students created 
their own boats, with their messages of remembrance. These will be 
used to create our Remembrance Day installation, as part of our 
ceremonies on Monday. Our senior students are also visiting tutor 
groups to collect donations for the Royal British Legions Poppy Appeal  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.thornhillschool.org.uk/page/?title=Students&pid=11
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/IFC-Written_Examinations_Sep2023_FINAL.pdf


Trips  
This week, our students had the opportunity to sign up for a trip to the British eSports Performance Academy 
in Sunderland, thanks to AK Teaching. This was a highly popular trip, which was thoroughly enjoyed by the 
students. Across the day, students learned about careers in the digital and creative industries, as well as 
finding time to try the technology and eSports kit out for themselves. We really hope to visit again soon.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 had the opportunity to visit Sunderland College's City Campus for their Green Careers Event as part 
of Green Careers Week. Here, students visited a number of stalls, which shared information and insights 
into the future of green careers in the region, and how this links to college courses and pathways.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Our Student Council was invited to the City Hall this week, to meet our Mayor to the City of Sunderland and 
the Mayor’s Consort. During our visit, students experienced the Council Chambers and found out about how 
local council meetings run, and the role pf the Mayor. We were also invited to visit the Mayors Chambers and 
took in the panoramic views across the city, before sharing how our school council runs, and discussing the 
similarities, and seeking advice on how to develop our own school council. The students really enjoyed the 
experience, and we would like to express our thanks to our Mayor, Councilor Alison Chisnell and Mayor’s 
Consort, Mr. Alistair Tomson.   
 

 
 
 

Talk Money Week  
This week has been Talk Money Week, and we have been reading and discussing money related problems 
during AM’PD. Even with an increase in cost of living-related news, we know it can be hard to talk about 
money. Every year we get involved in Talk Money Week to encourage people to open up about their finances.  
Thanks to the resources provided by MyBnk, we hope you have checked out our ‘Would You Rather’ discussion 
cue cards, shared on social media to discuss money at home too.  



 
 

Careers  
This week, year 10 began their employability work, with the Department of Work and Pensions and the RISE 
workshop. The RISE workshop helps students to explore who they are and who they want to be, as they begin 
to shape their futures. They reflect on essential skills, and how these are needed in the workplace, and gain 
the chance to ask questions of visiting employers.  

Photos to come...  

 

 

 

 



Over the next 2 months, year 10 students will also get support from the DWP in their guidance lessons to 
explore these skills, and begin to write their own personal statements, and create their own CV’s ready for 
the world of work. The first session involves lots of teamwork challenges, which have been enjoyed and 
reflected upon.  

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
This week, we held our big annual Careers Fayre, with almost 20 organisations visiting to speak to all of our 
students throughout the day. Each year group took time to complete mini challenges, to help them find out 
more about the world of work and the vast range of possibilities ahead of them. Our visitors commented 
upon some excellent questions and aspirational attitudes of our students.  
Thank you to: 
  

• Sunderland College  
• The Northern School of Art  
• Newcastle College  
• Newcastle Sixth Form  
• Pearson Engineering  
• Career Wave  
• Penshaw View Training  
• Gateshead College  
• The British Army  
• East Durham College  
• Gen D CIC  
• The Learning Curve  
• Springboard  
• Parkview Sports Academy  
• SETA Training  
• East Durham College  
• Raising Aspirations- North East Universities  
• The Royal Air Force  

• National Citizenship Service  
 

 

 



  

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  
 

  
  



 
 
Outward Bound Trust Trip  

There is still space on our Outward-bound 
trip in January. This is now open to all year 
groups too. For the highly subsidised price 
of only £205, students get 5 days in the 
Lake District taking part in activities to 
build teamwork, confidence and resilience. 
Through grant funding this is the only 
time we will be able to offer this at such 
a reduced price. 
More information about the organisation 
can be found here: 
https://www.outwardbound.org.uk/  

 
 
 
Thornhill Academy’s Homework Timetable 
Your child will get homework from their subject teacher, please see the timetables below of when they will 

receive each subject homework to help you support your child.  
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PE Kit Donation Drive 

 

 
 
 

Thornhill PE department would greatly appreciate any PE 
kit donations to assist our pupils with their lessons 

Please drop off at main reception. 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 
On Saturday, 30th November, 11am-3pm our Wellbeing Hub will be full of amazing stalls to start your 
Christmas shopping; hot food & drinks will be flowing and there will be plenty of fun festive games to take 
part in. You can even win £100 cash and plenty of amazing prizes on our raffle. You will also find some on 
both our tombola and chocolate tombola too. And we can't forget Santa, who will be paying us a visit in his 
grotto!  
  
We would love to see you there!  
  
All funds raised, help us to continue providing services that support those in our area to achieve positive 
mental health. 
  
Free Entry and Free Parking available. 
 

 
 



Your guide to what's #HappeningInSunderland city centre 

 
https://mailchi. mp/sunderlandbid/your-weekly-guide-to-whats-going-on-in-sunderland-city-centre-
17337280?e=f9e851a60e 
 

We Make Culture free music sessions  

Come along to the Lambton Street Youth and Community Hub,  
Faulkland Rd 
Sunderland 
SR4 6XA 
Tel: 0191 5675227  
 

 

Tuesdays, 5-6pm - Lambton Street DJ Club    

The Lambton Street DJ Club will be a space to try out all kinds of electronic 
music, including DJing and music production.   

Sessions are free to attend for 11–18-year-olds, and will be happening on 
Tuesdays, from 5-6pm.    

The club will be led by the professional DJ and Producer, Jamal Graham, 
and you can work towards creating, recording and performing music. No 
previous experience or sign-up required, just turn up!   

Thursdays 5-7pm - Lambton Street Music Project   

Free music sessions for 11–19-year-olds, from 5-7pm on Thursdays.   

Whether you love singing or want to have a go at playing an instrument 
or writing a song, you can come along and have a go! You don’t need to 
have any experience of playing music before, just an interest in giving 
music a try.    

Sessions will be led by professional musicians, and you can work 
towards performing and recording music. No sign-up required, just turn 
up!   

 

 

 

 

https://mailchi.mp/sunderlandbid/your-weekly-guide-to-whats-going-on-in-sunderland-city-centre-17337280?e=f9e851a60e
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The Hendon Music Project is back for the new term!   

We Make Culture, will be running free, weekly music sessions 
during term time, from 4:30-6:00pm.  

These sessions, run from Elliot House SR2 8JX, are open to young 
people aged 11-16, with any level of musical experience and 
don't require any sign up, just turn up.  

You must live in the Hendon Ward to attend.  

 

 

 

 

famOrli: 

 
Free Clinician-led Mental Health Webinars for 
Parents & Carers. 
 
At Orli, we know that when it comes to 
supporting your children’s mental health, you 
want to know what is going on, what you can 
do to help and if you are doing it right. 
 
That’s why we created famOrli - a clinician-led 
community for families and schools to access 
world-class clinicians and a supportive network without the wait. 
 
To launch famOrli in the North East, we are hosting weekly online drop-ins and webinars starting on 
Monday, 7th October. The sessions will be online and completely free to access, giving you the chance to 
chat with, and learn from mental health and neurodiversity-specialist clinicians. 
 
We’re also launching a Sunderland-based group in our community, where parents can receive support from 
other parents, as well as from our mental health professionals. Think of it as your safe space to find 
answers to the tough questions. 
 
How To Get Involved: 

1. Join our WhatsApp Community: https://chat.whatsapp.com/ELC2Lt6zYWlE9xsUVMB56R 
2. Book a free webinar or drop-in: https://www.tickettailor.com/events/famorli 

You can also find more information on our website: famOrli.com. 
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Breakfast Club 
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thumbprint Menus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



easyfundraising 
Thornhill Academy are now registered with 
easyfundraising, which means you can raise 
FREE donations for us every time you shop 
online. Over 7,000 brands will donate to us 
when you use easyfundraising to shop with 
them – at no extra cost to yourself! All funds 
raised will be paid directly to the Academy to 
use for the benefit of our students. 
 
 
 
These donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to us, so we would 
really appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up and support us. It is 
completely FREE and only takes a moment. 
You can find our easyfundraising page at:  
 
 https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thornhill-
academy/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=gs-
email1 
 
Thank you so much 

Groundwork 

 
"In partnership with Energy Savings Trust, Groundwork have a new service that offers help 

and advice with managing energy costs.  
This service now covers residents in all areas under Newcastle City Council, North 

Tyneside Council, South Tyneside Council, Durham County Council, Gateshead Council 
and City of Sunderland Council 
  
If you're looking for advice on reducing energy use, keeping warm at home, making 
energy efficiency upgrades, installing renewable energy systems, make energy 
efficient home improvements or just help to pay your energy bills please get in touch. 

  
Our in-home support programme provides free, expert advice on being more energy efficient and on how to 
lower your bills.  
We are completely impartial and there's no hard sell - just clear honest advice from the experts. 
We can even help those in 'hard-to-treat' homes like: flats, terrace houses, old properties, single glazed 
properties and homes in the countryside. 
  
If you would like any of the help listed above or just more information, please get in touch; my email address 
and mobile number are given below.  
I can have a chat and/or make a referral to the programme, then one of the energy experts will be in touch 
to book a home visit." 
 
Joel Barrow 
Community Project Manager, North of Tyne Region 
Groundwork NE & Cumbria  
Joel.Barrow@groundwork.org.uk> 
Mobile: 07977 819 720 
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ParentPay 
It is important for all Parents/Carers to be using ParentPay as we are looking to become a cashless school. 
If you do not have your username and password, please contact reception or email: 
Thr-enquiries@consilium-at.com 
. 
 

 

mailto:Thr-enquiries@consilium-at.com


 
 
 
 



Parent App    
Student Information – PLEASE UPDATE NOW 
It is important that we have up to date information on your child. This includes correct address and telephone 
numbers, emergency contact details, medical updates, including allergies, etc. 
 
Much of this can be updated by parents/carers through the ParentApp. Please log into ParentApp and check 
that all the information that we hold for your child is correct and update where necessary. 
 
If you are unable to access ParentApp, please contact the main school office who will be happy to assist by 
making the changes and helping you set up ParentApp for future use. 
 
  
Free School Meals 
Please see the school details for information around Free School Meal entitlement. If you are not currently 
entitled to receive Free School Meals, complete the form and if, in the future, circumstances change, the 
entitlement could automatically start for your child. 
  
Lunch Accounts 
We are currently looking at all student lunch accounts and will be contacting parents/carers where there is 
significant debt on a student’s account. We will no longer be able to provide meals for those students who 
have considerable debt on their accounts and who make no payment to reduce the balance. 
Please clear any overdrawn balance now or contact the main school office if this will cause undue 
financial burden. 

Sharp Reporting System  
Were you aware Thornhill has a web based anonymous reporting function? This is the direct link to the 
reporting feature, but this can also be accessed through the school website: 
https://thornhill.thesharpsystem.com/   
 
 
 
Please can we ask you to ensure that as a parent you have downloaded the app or access class charts 
via the browser https://www.classcharts.com/parent/login to login.  
 
 
Class charts is the main method of communication between staff, parents and pupils.   If you do not have 
these details or need your password resetting, please contact school and we can give you this over the phone 
or alternatively email thr-enquiries@consilium-at.com 
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Alumni Network  
If you are a former pupil, we want to hear from you! 
 
Thank you for the overwhelming support we always receive from parents. 
We are extremely proud of our Alumni. When our students leave following completion of their GCSEs, they 
progress on to some incredibly exciting and far-reaching pathways.  
 
What is it?  
The Consilium Alumni will be a network of former students across all Consilium Academies.  
 
The Alumni programme aims to: 

• Allow continued support where needed for our former pupils 
• Create a network of former pupils who are now in further education or employment, who may be able 

to use this experience to inspire and support current students 
• Celebrate the achievements of former pupils 
• Advertise local jobs which may appeal to former students and their families 

 
 
Who can join? 
Any former student or staff member from one of our Consilium Academies schools.  
 
Join our network today and help us continue to build our Consilium community! 

Sign up here 
Parent Information 
Get in touch 

• At Thornhill Academy we understand the importance of sharing information and news with our 
parents and carers. Each week we publish our Parental Bulletin to ensure you are kept up to date with 
recent school news.  

• We also want to hear from you! We love to share good news stories and the amazing 
accomplishments made by our pupils. 

• If you have some good news to share about your child, please get in touch via email:  
• thr-enquiries@consilium-at.com  
• Follow us 
• Don’t forget to follow us on social media for the latest updates on school activities 

 

 
 
 
 To view all Parents Letters please click the link below: 

View Parents Letters 
 

Twitter@thornhill_uk 
Instagram@thornhill_academy 
FacebookThornhill Academy 
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