
 

 

Thornhill Academy, Thornholme Road 
Sunderland, SR2 7NA 

0191 500 7981 
thr-enquiries@consilium-at.com 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
Message from Headteacher 

 

 
It only seems like last week when I was writing to you for the first time in our new academic year, it’s hard 
to believe we are now at half term. School life is now well and truly in full swing, and we are so proud of how 
our students are responding to our high expectations of them this academic year. Thornhill really is going 
from strength to strength, and that is because of the phenomenal teamwork we see from all of our school 
community, which includes students and staff. Our staff work tirelessly to ensure our students get the very 
best both in the classroom, and also across the enhanced co-curricular opportunities on offer. It is wonderful 
to see so many students take full advantage of these. 
 
I wish everyone a lovely half term break, particularly our staff and students who have worked so hard this 
half term. We look forward to seeing everyone back in school on Monday, 4th November for another half term 
full of learning and co-curricular opportunities. 
 
 
Mrs S Hamilton 
Headteacher 
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Year 11 Internal Assessments 
Year 11 internal assessments will be taking place in school from, Monday, 25th November to Friday, 13th 
December. The link below will take you to timetable: 
 
https://www.thornhillschool.org.uk/page/?title=Students&pid=11 

Charity Car Wash  
Our Business Beats Cancer Team are at it again, with their charity car wash! Students created a business 
proposal and planned this event to raise money for our partnership with Business Beats Cancer North East. 
Supported by Tyne Tunnels, students have been given £500 to invest in, and raise funds for Cancer 
Research. In this venture students hope to make a profit of over £100.  
 
Our hard-working crew of students from all year groups left cars gleaming for our very happy staff who 
signed up!   

 

 
Rewards  
Over the last 2 weeks, our ice cream tokens have made a comeback, to make sure we are rewarding and 
recognising the great characteristics of our students. All staff had 6 tokens to issue to students who 
demonstrate our Thornhill Way. Students were awarded these for many different acts, such as helping to 
pick up litter to keep our school tidy, supporting their peers, being attentive and focused in lessons, and 
being kind and respectful to each other etc. Over this time, we have given away over 200 ice creams to our 
amazing students. We look forward to our end of term treats in December too!  
  
We have thoroughly enjoyed rewarding and celebrating with our students who have achieved excellent 
attendance records so far this year. Almost 300 students are still at 100% and are setting the standard for 
the rest of the school! This Friday, the senior leadership team, along with heads of year, visited classrooms 
to issue certificates and prizes for our best attending students. Well done, Thornhill!  
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Street First Aid  
To bring to life our guidance curriculum, year 7 students worked with 
St Johns Ambulance on Friday, learning about first aid on the street. 
As part of their work on becoming independent, students learned 
how to respond and support their peers in emergency situations. 
Students enjoyed the sessions but also took away some serious 
messages about how to keep themselves and others safe.  

 

 

 

Safety in the Autumn  
When autumn festivities are happening in our communities - like bonfire 
night, Halloween, or Diwali - this can be a lot of fun, and it often creates 
a sense of excitement and community spirit. In AM’PD this week, 
students have been discussing how important it is that we don't let our 
excitement run away with us - special events are not an excuse to 
engage in anti-social or risky behaviours. This includes behaviours 
directly related to fire safety, but also vandalism, pranks, or alcohol. We 
all know that we can enjoy the festivities a lot more, if we respect a 
range of safety tips relating to fireworks and bonfires. This week, we spent time learning these, and that we 

should explain them to friends and siblings when 
we can. Fires and fireworks look fun, but they are 
also really dangerous - letting professionals and 
adults deal with them is key to staying safe.  

 
 
 

 
Protect Hedgehogs when disposing of pumpkins 
 

When disposing of pumpkins after Halloween Night, please do NOT put 
these on the ground for hedgehogs to eat in gardens, parks and green 
spaces. Pumpkins act as a laxative and will cause hedgehogs to have 
serious diarrhoea and dehydration. At this time of 
year, it is vital that hedgehogs put on as much weight 
as possible to give them the best chance of surviving 
winter and hibernation. 
 
Help our prickly friends and local wildlife charities 
who help look after sick and injured hogs. 

 

 

 



Careers- Northumbria University- Future 11  

Last Friday, our Year 11’s worked with Northumbria 
University to revisit their career plan. By looking 
ahead to the future, students can begin to map out 
their steps to success. Students were supported to 
work backwards, to identify and set benchmarks for 
themselves, to ensure they will continue to achieve 
success at Thornhill and beyond. Louise from 
Northumbria University, reminded year 11 of all of 
the possible pathways and benefits of these to allow 
students to make informed choices about their future. 
Having a goal is highly motivational, especially in up-
and-coming mock examinations. We advise all year 
11’s to have their college or sixth form applications in 
by Christmas, to enable them to focus on achieving 
their GCSE outcomes in the new year. 

1. Active Sunderland’s Healthy Lifestyle’s Programme are hosting a 
special spooky family walk in Backhouse Park on, Thursday, 31st October. 
This will be 10-11am and will involve a special pumpkin trail, where 
families have to try and spot all of the pumpkins around the park walk 

with a special treat at the end! 

This walk will be buggy friendly, and at a gentle pace. Our walk leader will help guide around the route and 
are there to answer any questions. There is no need to book, just turn up on the day and our walk leader will 
be there to greet you. 

If anyone has any questions, then please contact healthylifestyles@sunderland.gov.uk 

 
 
Outward Bound Trust Trip  
There is still space on our Outward-bound trip 
in January. This is now open to all year groups 
too. For the highly subsidised price of only 
£205, students get 5 days in the Lake District 
taking part in activities to build teamwork, 
confidence and resilience. Through grant 
funding this is the only time we will be able 
to offer this at such a reduced price. 
More information about the organisation can 
be found here: 
https://www.outwardbound.org.uk/  
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Year 11, Period 6 Intervention 

Period 6 after school intervention with all year 11 students is now underway, and we encourage all Year 11 
students to attend the revision sessions. It will commence straight after school from 15:10 – 15:40 (30mins). 
This is in preparation for the GCSE examinations, the following subjects will run sessions on the days listed 
below: 
 
Maths – Wednesdays 
Computing Science - Wednesdays 
History – Thursdays 
Geography – Thursdays 
 
We will keep you informed as more subjects are offered after school. 
 
Should you have any questions do not hesitate to contact Mrs Onoka. 
 

Thornhill Academy’s Homework Timetable 
Your child will get homework from their subject teacher, please see the timetables below of when they will 

receive each subject homework to help you support your child.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



    



PE Kit Donation Drive 

 

 
 
 

Thornhill PE department would greatly appreciate any PE 
kit donations to assist our pupils with their lessons 

Please drop off at main reception. 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 



We Make Culture free music sessions  

Come along to the Lambton Street Youth and Community Hub,  
Faulkland Rd 
Sunderland 
SR4 6XA 
Tel: 0191 5675227  
 

 

Tuesdays, 5-6pm - Lambton Street DJ Club    

The Lambton Street DJ Club will be a space to try out all kinds of 
electronic music, including DJing and music production.   

Sessions are free to attend for 11–18-year-olds, and will be 
happening on Tuesdays, from 5-6pm.    

The club will be led by the professional DJ and Producer, Jamal 
Graham, and you can work towards creating, recording and 
performing music. No previous experience or sign-up required, just 
turn up!   

 

Thursdays 5-7pm - Lambton Street Music Project   

Free music sessions for 11–19-year-olds, from 5-7pm on 
Thursdays.   

Whether you love singing or want to have a go at playing an 
instrument or writing a song, you can come along and have a go! 
You don’t need to have any experience of playing music before, 
just an interest in giving music a try.    

Sessions will be led by professional musicians, and you can work 
towards performing and recording music. No sign-up required, just 
turn up!   

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Hendon Music Project is back for the new term!   

We Make Culture, will be running free, weekly music sessions 
during term time, from 4:30-6:00pm.  

These sessions, run from Elliot House SR2 8JX, are open to young 
people aged 11-16, with any level of musical experience and 
don't require any sign up, just turn up.  

You must live in the Hendon Ward to attend.  

 

 

famOrli: 

 
Free Clinician-led Mental Health Webinars for 
Parents & Carers. 
 
At Orli, we know that when it comes to 
supporting your children’s mental health, you 
want to know what is going on, what you can 
do to help and if you are doing it right. 
 
That’s why we created famOrli - a clinician-
led community for families and schools to 
access world-class clinicians and a 
supportive network without the wait. 
 
To launch famOrli in the North East, we are 
hosting weekly online drop-ins and webinars 
starting on Monday, 7th October. The sessions 
will be online and completely free to access, 
giving you the chance to chat with, and learn 
from mental health and neurodiversity-
specialist clinicians. 
 
We’re also launching a Sunderland-based 
group in our community, where parents can 
receive support from other parents, as well as 
from our mental health professionals. Think 
of it as your safe space to find answers to the 
tough questions. 
 
How To Get Involved: 

1. Join our WhatsApp Community: https://chat.whatsapp.com/ELC2Lt6zYWlE9xsUVMB56R 
2. Book a free webinar or drop-in: https://www.tickettailor.com/events/famorli 

You can also find more information on our website: famOrli.com. 
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Breakfast Club 
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thumbprint Menus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



easyfundraising 
Thornhill Academy are now registered with 
easyfundraising, which means you can raise 
FREE donations for us every time you shop 
online. Over 7,000 brands will donate to us 
when you use easyfundraising to shop with 
them – at no extra cost to yourself! All funds 
raised will be paid directly to the Academy to 
use for the benefit of our students. 
 
 
 
These donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to us, so we would 
really appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up and support us. It is 
completely FREE and only takes a moment. 
You can find our easyfundraising page at:  
 
 https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thornhill-
academy/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=gs-
email1 
 
Thank you so much 

Groundwork 

 
"In partnership with Energy Savings Trust, Groundwork have a new service that offers help 

and advice with managing energy costs.  
This service now covers residents in all areas under Newcastle City Council, North 

Tyneside Council, South Tyneside Council, Durham County Council, Gateshead Council 
and City of Sunderland Council 
  
If you're looking for advice on reducing energy use, keeping warm at home, making 
energy efficiency upgrades, installing renewable energy systems, make energy 
efficient home improvements or just help to pay your energy bills please get in touch. 

  
Our in-home support programme provides free, expert advice on being more energy efficient and on how to 
lower your bills.  
We are completely impartial and there's no hard sell - just clear honest advice from the experts. 
We can even help those in 'hard-to-treat' homes like: flats, terrace houses, old properties, single glazed 
properties and homes in the countryside. 
  
If you would like any of the help listed above or just more information, please get in touch; my email address 
and mobile number are given below.  
I can have a chat and/or make a referral to the programme, then one of the energy experts will be in touch 
to book a home visit." 
 
Joel Barrow 
Community Project Manager, North of Tyne Region 
Groundwork NE & Cumbria  
Joel.Barrow@groundwork.org.uk> 
Mobile: 07977 819 720 
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ParentPay 
It is important for all Parents/Carers to be using ParentPay as we are looking to become a cashless school. 
If you do not have your username and password, please contact reception or email: 
Thr-enquiries@consilium-at.com 
. 
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Parent App    
Student Information – PLEASE UPDATE NOW 
It is important that we have up to date information on your child. This includes correct address and telephone 
numbers, emergency contact details, medical updates, including allergies, etc. 
 
Much of this can be updated by parents/carers through the ParentApp. Please log into ParentApp and check 
that all the information that we hold for your child is correct and update where necessary. 
 
If you are unable to access ParentApp, please contact the main school office who will be happy to assist by 
making the changes and helping you set up ParentApp for future use. 
 
  
Free School Meals 
Please see the school details for information around Free School Meal entitlement. If you are not currently 
entitled to receive Free School Meals, complete the form and if, in the future, circumstances change, the 
entitlement could automatically start for your child. 
  
Lunch Accounts 
We are currently looking at all student lunch accounts and will be contacting parents/carers where there is 
significant debt on a student’s account. We will no longer be able to provide meals for those students who 
have considerable debt on their accounts and who make no payment to reduce the balance. 
Please clear any overdrawn balance now or contact the main school office if this will cause undue 
financial burden. 

Sharp Reporting System  
Were you aware Thornhill has a web based anonymous reporting function? This is the direct link to the 
reporting feature, but this can also be accessed through the school website: 
https://thornhill.thesharpsystem.com/   
 
 
 
Please can we ask you to ensure that as a parent you have downloaded the app or access class charts 
via the browser https://www.classcharts.com/parent/login to login.  
 
 
Class charts is the main method of communication between staff, parents and pupils.   If you do not have 
these details or need your password resetting, please contact school and we can give you this over the phone 
or alternatively email thr-enquiries@consilium-at.com 
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Alumni Network  
If you are a former pupil, we want to hear from you! 
 
Thank you for the overwhelming support we always receive from parents. 
We are extremely proud of our Alumni. When our students leave following completion of their GCSEs, they 
progress on to some incredibly exciting and far-reaching pathways.  
 
What is it?  
The Consilium Alumni will be a network of former students across all Consilium Academies.  
 
The Alumni programme aims to: 

• Allow continued support where needed for our former pupils 
• Create a network of former pupils who are now in further education or employment, who may be able 

to use this experience to inspire and support current students 
• Celebrate the achievements of former pupils 
• Advertise local jobs which may appeal to former students and their families 

 
 
Who can join? 
Any former student or staff member from one of our Consilium Academies schools.  
 
Join our network today and help us continue to build our Consilium community! 

Sign up here 
Parent Information 
Get in touch 

• At Thornhill Academy we understand the importance of sharing information and news with our 
parents and carers. Each week we publish our Parental Bulletin to ensure you are kept up to date with 
recent school news.  

• We also want to hear from you! We love to share good news stories and the amazing 
accomplishments made by our pupils. 

• If you have some good news to share about your child, please get in touch via email:  
• thr-enquiries@consilium-at.com  
• Follow us 
• Don’t forget to follow us on social media for the latest updates on school activities 

 

 
 
 
 To view all Parents Letters please click the link below: 

View Parents Letters 
 

Twitter@thornhill_uk 
Instagram@thornhill_academy 
FacebookThornhill Academy 
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