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Message from Headteacher 

 

Hard to believe we are now four weeks into the academic year, the time is already flying by. 
 
This week we met with the DfE, and other parties supporting us with our new school build. Plans are starting 
to take shape, and we anticipate the actual building of the new school beginning in November 2025. As soon 
as plans are finalised, we will be sharing these with you, and the wider community. I am sure that you will 
be delighted to know that the build will not mean losing our current school accommodation, as often happens 
with the building of new schools. It is very exciting to know that we are getting state-of-the-art educational 
facilities, which will give our staff and students an amazing learning environment, to support the 
phenomenal work that goes on in school. 
 
As many of you will know, Sunderland AFC played Derby County on Tuesday night. We were very fortunate to 
receive tickets for this game from Impact Northeast. We chose a large group of year 11 students for this, as 
a reward for their hard work and improved attitude to learning so far this year. It was reported back to us that 
all the students were fantastic ambassadors for our school, Stewards at the stadium commented on how 
mature and polite they were. We always encourage our students to try new things, it was wonderful to see 
so many of them attend, some who had never been to a football game. They all left saying that they had a 
great time and would love to go again – I think a win always helps in these situations! 
 
Our students are continuing to come to school wearing excellent uniform, and I thank you all for your support 
with this. As the weather gets colder, please can I remind you that students are not allowed to wear 
sweatshirts or hoodies, as additional layers under their blazers, they may only wear a black v neck jumper. 
Likewise, sweatshirts and hoodies cannot be worn as a coat. Students are expected to wear a dark waterproof 
coat. Please don’t let them try to persuade you otherwise, and always check the uniform requirements on 
the website before purchasing clothing that may not be allowed. 
 
Half term will begin at 3.10pm on Friday 25th October. This means we have 15 full school days between 
now and the end of this half term. Please work with your child to be in school every day between now and 
then. Every day matters in school, and every day is just as important as the previous one for curriculum 
content and learning. 
 
I hope this sunny weather lasts for us all this weekend 
 
 
Mrs S Hamilton 
Headteacher 
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Year 11, Period 6 Intervention 
 
Period 6 after school intervention with all year 11 students is now underway, and we encourage all Year 11 
students to attend the revision sessions. It will commence straight after school from 15:10 – 15:40 (30mins). 
This is in preparation for the GCSE examinations, the following subjects will run sessions on the days listed 
below: 
 
Maths – Wednesdays 
Computing Science - Wednesdays 
History – Thursdays 
Geography – Thursdays 
 
We will keep you informed as more subjects are offered after school. 
 
Should you have any questions do not hesitate to contact Mrs Onoka. 
 

Thornhill Academy’s Homework Timetable 
Your child will get homework from their subject teacher, please see the timetables below of when they will 

receive each subject homework to help you support your child.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Assemblies 

This week's assemblies were led by Mrs Reed, and we marked the start of Black History Month.  

During this week, students have explored the theme of Black History Month, ‘Reclaiming Narratives’. This 
means making space for the black stories and black voices, that are often omitted from British history and 
mainstream narratives. This theme encourages us to take control of our stories, showcase the contributions 
of black people, and confront the challenges that still impact ethnically diverse communities today. For us 
all to fully understand our history, we have to acknowledge the experiences of those who have been 
marginalised. We don’t know the full story until we listen to all voices.  

  

Through the use of stories, poetry, and music we are able to connect with these important narratives and 
use them to reframe our own thinking.   

In our reading sessions, our students are reading stories as a group from a wide range of authors from 
different backgrounds and experiences. Students and staff really enjoy broadening their horizons and 
exploring others' lives through different lenses.  

On Friday, this week it was also National Poetry Day. In AM’PD we reflected upon the Poem by John Agard 
‘Checkin’ Out Me History’ and Benjamin Zephaniahs ‘We Refugees’  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students were also challenged to write and share their own one Stanza poem, influenced by the themes we 
have been exploring. We look forward to sharing these next week.  

 

 

 

 



Business Breakfast  

On Thursday, we hosted our first business breakfast of the year with representatives from SETA, Siemans, 
Gateshead Colleges and Penshaw View training. Whilst all students could drop in and attend from 8am, Year 
10 had a chance to talk to our visitors during AMPD, to find out more about getting prepared for their work 
experience in the Spring term  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

Business Beats Cancer  

We are really lucky to be working with the charity 
organisation Business Beats Cancer this year. Thornhill 
Academy are one of 10 schools in the North East who have 
been given £500 by Tyne Tunnels, with the aim of investing 
this and creating as much money as we can for this great 
cause. We started off small with our bake sales and raised 
£72.00. Thank you for student and staff donations. We look 
forward to our next charity event!  

 
 
 
 



 



Information from Together for Children 

You’re invited to our FREE workshops for Keeping Your Child Safe in Sport Week 2024 

 Workshop 1: Parents/carers and sports clubs – working together to keep your child safe in sport 

• Tuesday 8th October at 2pm    

• This is a virtual event and book your FREE place here! 

 Join your Sport Welfare Officers at our virtual event for the CPSU’s Keeping Your Child Safe In Sport week 

2024! We’ll be showcasing the CPSU’s handy resources and discussing top tips for sports clubs and 

parents/carers about how we can work together to keep children and young people safe in sport.  

 We’re pleased to be joined by Louise Prudhoe in her role as Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO) for 

Northumberland to explain the LADO’s role in working with sports clubs to keep children safe.  

 If you’re part of a sports club or organisation in a voluntary role (particularly as Club Welfare Officer), or a 

parent/carer of a child in sport – this is the perfect workshop for you!  

 Workshop 2: Gambling and gaming harm for parents/carers and sports club volunteers with YGAM 

• Wednesday 9th October at 7pm  

• This is a virtual event and book your FREE place here! 

We’re excited to offer a FREE virtual event hosted by YGAM for parents/carers and sports club volunteers 

during the CPSU’s Keeping Your Child Safe In Sport Week.  

YGAM are a national charity with the social purpose to inform, educate and safeguard children and young 

people against the potential harms of gaming and gambling. They do this by offering awareness workshops 

to parents, carers and professionals who work with children and young people. In 2022, YGAM won 2 national 

awards for the important work it does to safeguard young people. These were the “Wellbeing Award” from 

the National Children and Young People Awards and “The Outstanding Contribution to Pastoral Care Award” 

from National Awards for Pastoral Care in Education.   

By the end of the workshop you will:  

• Understand gambling: Exploring the influences on children and young people  

• Recognise the blurred lines between gaming and gambling  

• Understand the benefits and concerns in relation to gaming, including microtransactions  

• Recognise the signs of harm and where to get further help and support  

  

This work complements the information provided on the YGAM parents hub If you are unable to attend the 
session then please see further dates here.  

https://eu-west-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=tickettailor.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudGlja2V0dGFpbG9yLmNvbS9ldmVudHMvcmlzZW5vcnRoZWFzdC8xNDAxODA2&p=m&i=NjEwYWI2YTg0Zjc0MWMwZTk2MmNlMDQ4&t=UXZubXBobE9vWENtdkhDaVBjTDE0ZVpucHYvZ01yTWtnQWpkZHFPdVVXWT0=&h=c0e88faf7c5945528028945d8b88ff7e&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVZeU094QYREjsb39QqRPNEWsurXLbclEbvXq7RYv_I4dQmTjIWlOnj8V0sfGzBd0Ek
https://eu-west-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=ygam.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9wYXJlbnRzLnlnYW0ub3JnL2Jlc3Bva2UtcGFyZW50cy13b3Jrc2hvcC8_Y3JiX3dvcmtzaG9wPTA5LjEwLjI0JTIwU3BvcnRzJTIwYXdhcmVuZXNzJTIwUmlzZSUyME5vcnRoJTIwRWFzdCUyMDE5OjAwLTIwOjE1&p=m&i=NjEwYWI2YTg0Zjc0MWMwZTk2MmNlMDQ4&t=V25oam55R2RXYk02MWk5MVBvYUpKTGJlQmFhWGg4NTdVM0RaRlJBREZUQT0=&h=c0e88faf7c5945528028945d8b88ff7e&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVZeU094QYREjsb39QqRPNEWsurXLbclEbvXq7RYv_I4dQmTjIWlOnj8V0sfGzBd0Ek
https://eu-west-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=ygam.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9wYXJlbnRzLnlnYW0ub3JnLw==&p=m&i=NjEwYWI2YTg0Zjc0MWMwZTk2MmNlMDQ4&t=Z3NxaStkZUJNWWpVb3paejk0UTNzQ1Yxa21GOWZuMldHZ1BZb0VFdm00dz0=&h=c0e88faf7c5945528028945d8b88ff7e&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVZeU094QYREjsb39QqRPNEWsurXLbclEbvXq7RYv_I4dQmTjIWlOnj8V0sfGzBd0Ek
https://eu-west-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=ygam.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9wYXJlbnRzLnlnYW0ub3JnL3dvcmtzaG9wcy8=&p=m&i=NjEwYWI2YTg0Zjc0MWMwZTk2MmNlMDQ4&t=Y0FqYXloUkZycGpuUXJDVVg5VDVsUlpzRk9lRFhxS1dMbENXci81cEZkND0=&h=c0e88faf7c5945528028945d8b88ff7e&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVZeU094QYREjsb39QqRPNEWsurXLbclEbvXq7RYv_I4dQmTjIWlOnj8V0sfGzBd0Ek


We Make Culture free music sessions  

Come along to the Lambton Street Youth and Community Hub,  
Faulkland Rd 
Sunderland 
SR4 6XA 
Tel: 0191 5675227  
 

 

Tuesdays, 5-6pm - Lambton Street DJ Club    

The Lambton Street DJ Club will be a space to try out all kinds of 
electronic music, including DJing and music production.   

Sessions are free to attend for 11–18-year-olds, and will be 
happening on Tuesdays, from 5-6pm.    

The club will be led by the professional DJ and Producer, Jamal 
Graham, and you can work towards creating, recording and 
performing music. No previous experience or sign-up required, just 
turn up!   

 

Thursdays 5-7pm - Lambton Street Music Project   

Free music sessions for 11–19-year-olds, from 5-7pm on 
Thursdays.   

Whether you love singing or want to have a go at playing an 
instrument or writing a song, you can come along and have a go! 
You don’t need to have any experience of playing music before, 
just an interest in giving music a try.    

Sessions will be led by professional musicians, and you can work 
towards performing and recording music. No sign-up required, just 
turn up!   

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Hendon Music Project is back for the new term!   

We Make Culture, will be running free, weekly music sessions 
during term time, from 4:30-6:00pm.  

These sessions, run from Elliot House SR2 8JX, are open to young 
people aged 11-16, with any level of musical experience and 
don't require any sign up, just turn up.  

You must live in the Hendon Ward to attend.  

 

 

 

 

Co-Curricular  

 
 



famOrli: 
 
Free Clinician-led Mental Health Webinars for Parents & Carers. 
 
At Orli, we know that when it comes to supporting your children’s mental health, you want to know what is 
going on, what you can do to help and if you are doing it right. 
 
That’s why we created famOrli - a clinician-led community for families and schools to access world-class 
clinicians and a supportive network without the wait. 
 
To launch famOrli in the North East, we are hosting weekly online drop-ins and webinars starting on 
Monday, 7th October. The sessions will be online and completely free to access, giving you the chance to 
chat with, and learn from mental health and neurodiversity-specialist clinicians. 
 
We’re also launching a Sunderland-based group in our community, where parents can receive support from 
other parents, as well as from our mental health professionals. Think of it as your safe space to find 
answers to the tough questions. 
 
How To Get Involved: 

1. Join our WhatsApp Community: https://chat.whatsapp.com/ELC2Lt6zYWlE9xsUVMB56R 
2. Book a free webinar or drop-in: https://www.tickettailor.com/events/famorli 

You can also find more information on our website: famOrli.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://chat.whatsapp.com/ELC2Lt6zYWlE9xsUVMB56R
https://chat.whatsapp.com/ELC2Lt6zYWlE9xsUVMB56R
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/famorli
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/famorli
https://www.famorli.com/


Information from Sunderland Council  
 



 



 



 



Breakfast Club 
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thumbprint Menus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



Year 7 Outward Bound Trust Trip  
We alerted all parents in the summer of a great 
opportunity for all year 7 students to take part in a 
residential trip to the Lake District in the Spring term.  
Please look out for the letter outlining further details. It 
will be great to see ALL of year 7 students taking part!  
 
 
This opportunity is now available to all Year 8 students 
too.   
Sign up for a 5 day outward bound activity week aimed to 
develop teambuilding and resilience (but to mainly have 
lots of fun!). Please note that the activities are outdoor 
style, can be strenuous and may involve water sports. 
More information about the organization can be found 
here: https://www.outwardbound.org.uk/  
Please look out for the letter outlining further details.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

easyfundraising 
Thornhill Academy are now registered with 
easyfundraising, which means you can raise 
FREE donations for us every time you shop 
online. Over 7,000 brands will donate to us 
when you use easyfundraising to shop with 
them – at no extra cost to yourself! All funds 
raised will be paid directly to the Academy to 
use for the benefit of our students. 
 
 
 
These donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to us, so we would 
really appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up and support us. It is 
completely FREE and only takes a moment. 
You can find our easyfundraising page at:  
 
 https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thornhill-
academy/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=gs-
email1 
 
Thank you so much 
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Groundwork 

 
"In partnership with Energy Savings Trust, Groundwork have a new service that offers help 

and advice with managing energy costs.  
This service now covers residents in all areas under Newcastle City Council, North 

Tyneside Council, South Tyneside Council, Durham County Council, Gateshead Council 
and City of Sunderland Council 
  
If you're looking for advice on reducing energy use, keeping warm at home, making 
energy efficiency upgrades, installing renewable energy systems, make energy 
efficient home improvements or just help to pay your energy bills please get in touch. 

  
Our in-home support programme provides free, expert advice on being more energy efficient and on how to 
lower your bills.  
We are completely impartial and there's no hard sell - just clear honest advice from the experts. 
We can even help those in 'hard-to-treat' homes like: flats, terrace houses, old properties, single glazed 
properties and homes in the countryside. 
  
If you would like any of the help listed above or just more information, please get in touch; my email address 
and mobile number are given below.  
I can have a chat and/or make a referral to the programme, then one of the energy experts will be in touch 
to book a home visit." 
 
Joel Barrow 
Community Project Manager, North of Tyne Region 
Groundwork NE & Cumbria  
Joel.Barrow@groundwork.org.uk> 
Mobile: 07977 819 720 

 
ParentPay App    
Student Information – PLEASE UPDATE NOW 
It is important that we have up to date information on your child. This includes correct address and telephone 
numbers, emergency contact details, medical updates, including allergies, etc. 
 
Much of this can be updated by parents/carers through the ParentApp. Please log into ParentApp and check 
that all the information that we hold for your child is correct and update where necessary. 
 
If you are unable to access ParentApp, please contact the main school office who will be happy to assist by 
making the changes and helping you set up ParentApp for future use. 
 
  
Free School Meals 
Please see the school details for information around Free School Meal entitlement. If you are not currently 
entitled to receive Free School Meals, complete the form and if, in the future, circumstances change, the 
entitlement could automatically start for your child. 
  
Lunch Accounts 
We are currently looking at all student lunch accounts and will be contacting parents/carers where there is 
significant debt on a student’s account. We will no longer be able to provide meals for those students who 
have considerable debt on their accounts and who make no payment to reduce the balance. 

mailto:Joel.Barrow@groundwork.org.uk


Please clear any overdrawn balance now or contact the main school office if this will cause undue 
financial burden. 

Sharp Reporting System  
Were you aware Thornhill has a web based anonymous reporting function? This is the direct link to the 
reporting feature, but this can also be accessed through the school website: 
https://thornhill.thesharpsystem.com/   
 
 
 
Please can we ask you to ensure that as a parent you have downloaded the app or access class charts 
via the browser https://www.classcharts.com/parent/login to login.  
 
 

Class charts is the main method of communication 
between staff, parents and pupils.   If you do not have 
these details or need your password resetting, please 
contact school and we can give you this over the phone or 
alternatively email thr-enquiries@consilium-at.com 

 
 
 
 
 

Please can we remind all parents that we request students to be on site for 8.30am each day, classes start 
at 8.40am prompt.  
 
We would like to thank you in advance with your support on this matter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Alumni Network  
If you are a former pupil, we want to hear from you! 
 
Thank you for the overwhelming support we always receive from parents. 
We are extremely proud of our Alumni. When our students leave following completion of their GCSEs, they 
progress on to some incredibly exciting and far-reaching pathways.  
 
What is it?  
The Consilium Alumni will be a network of former students across all Consilium Academies.  
 
The Alumni programme aims to: 

• Allow continued support where needed for our former pupils 
• Create a network of former pupils who are now in further education or employment, who may be able 

to use this experience to inspire and support current students 
• Celebrate the achievements of former pupils 
• Advertise local jobs which may appeal to former students and their families 

https://thornhill.thesharpsystem.com/
https://www.classcharts.com/parent/login
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Who can join? 
Any former student or staff member from one of our Consilium Academies schools.  
 
Join our network today and help us continue to build our Consilium community! 

Sign up here 
Parent Information 
Get in touch 

• At Thornhill Academy we understand the importance of sharing information and news with our 
parents and carers. Each week we publish our Parental Bulletin to ensure you are kept up to date with 
recent school news.  

• We also want to hear from you! We love to share good news stories and the amazing 
accomplishments made by our pupils. 

• If you have some good news to share about your child, please get in touch via email:  
• thr-enquiries@consilium-at.com  
• Follow us 
• Don’t forget to follow us on social media for the latest updates on school activities 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

To view all Parents Letters please click the link below: 
View Parents Letters 

 

Twitter@thornhill_uk 
Instagram@thornhill_academy 
FacebookThornhill Academy 
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