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Message from Headteacher

We have had a really focussed start to our new school term which sets us up well for the rest of the year. The
standard of school uniform is excellent, and students are embracing the rules around jewellery and mobile
phones. As we move into colder weather in the coming months, please can | remind you that students need
a dark waterproof coat for school and also a black V-neck jumper. No other items are allowed to be worn in
place of these.

We are also very aware that for many families in our school, purchasing items of school uniform can be a
real burden on family finances. We would like to work with our whole school community to support each
other. | therefore ask that when your children grow out of school uniform items, that you consider donating
them to us, so we can redistribute them to needy families. We openly welcome drop offs at reception, and
moving forward, will arrange for collections at school events and parents’ evenings. Please also consider
donations of coats suitable for school, we are very aware that some of our children do not have a warm coat
for the winter.

In May we gained our Ofsted ‘Good’, that judgement validated all the hard work that has been put into all
aspects of our school improvement journey to this point. In August, our Class of 2024 year 11 students
achieved the best results in the school’s history, this validates the judgement we received in May. Everything
is set up well for our students to achieve in our school, what we need from all of them is strong attendance.
By that we strive for at least 96% for each student. Analysis of our GCSE results, demonstrates clearly that
students with good attendance achieve well. Please work with your child and us, to ensure that they are in
school and attending well, that in itself will enable us to work with them and support their academic
achievement. If you are having issues with your child’s attendance to school, please talk to us, so we can
work todgether to support an improvement. Please also be aware, that ‘long weekends’ significantly impact
on good attendance. The curriculum on a Friday is equally as important as that on a Monday.

We are really looking forward to our Open Evening on Monday 23rd September from 3.30pm until 6.00pm,
if you have children in primary school in year 5 or 6, please come alond. Also spread the word to family and
friends who have children of this age, it would be lovely to share with them the great work that we are doing
here at Thornhill.

Have a lovely weekend!

Mrs S Hamilton
Headteacher

xX* 4 .
Ofsted @ Thornhill Thornhill Academy, Thornholme Road
o > Academy sunderland, SR2 7NA
rovider
0191 500 7981

“Excellence at the heart of everything” thr-enquiries@consilium-at.com
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Assemblies

This week’s assemblies were led by Mrs Crooks and Mr. McGee and focused on one of our school values of
‘Opportunity’. Students reflected on why it is important to take opportunities to develop ourselves, build
confidence and work towards our goals.

Each year group heard about the different opportunities available to them from our co-curricular activities to
trips and events across the year. Students were also encouraged to take the opportunity to get involved in
student leadership through our student council, or enterprise groups. With so much on offer at Thornhill there
is something for everyone to enrich and enhance their school experience outside of lessons!

Co-Curricular Co-Curricular Opportunities © Consitum
This week, we launched our

this year. With so much Before Maths- Going Student council
going on there is something for Grade 9!
for everyonel Coming soon, , , _ _
we also have our Social Lunch Ste.nr Fish Club Cricket Music Cricket Ukelele
Enterprise Group, and we are Cricket Yoga Careers Cafe
wanting a group of student After Swimming Boxercise Football Badminton Careers Cafe
environmentalists to help us  ElIBM Netball Cricket V&A Art
become a hedgehog friendly Coding Business Beats ~Competition
school! Our timetable is Eaicer Drapa
updated every half term too! STEM
Further Maths
Holocaust
Remembrance
Group

, Tharnhill
(@ Academy




British Army Teambuilding

This week, our new Year 7 students took part in an exciting teambuilding day with the British Army.
Students were first introduced to the huge range of careers pathways in the military and found out more
about life in the Army.

Across the day students tried out different challenges such as the Tyre Towers, Bridge Building and Tanks to
improve their communication skills, and work as a team to solve problems. Lots of fun was had too!

Durham Women FC
Durham Women have enjoyed an unbeaten start to the new season - and YOU can watch their next home
game for FREE!

The Blues, who have been partnered with Vision for Education since 2014, have beaten Sheffield United
and Portsmouth so far this season and currently sit top of the Barclays Women's Championship table.

And they're back playing in the North East on Sunday 29th September (12pm kick-off) when they welcome
Birmingham City to Maiden Castle (DH1 3SE).

The team need a hude crowd behind them as they look to continue their fantastic start, so we're offering
FREE child tickets for the big game!

Tickets are available to children of all ages, and can be claimed by following the below steps:
e Visit https://durhamwfc.ticketco.events/uk/en/e/durham_v_birmingham_city2425
e Enter the Promo Code VisionForEducation - this will unlock the FREE Child Tickets!



https://eu-west-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=ticketco.events&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9kdXJoYW13ZmMudGlja2V0Y28uZXZlbnRzL3VrL2VuL2UvZHVyaGFtX3ZfYmlybWluZ2hhbV9jaXR5MjQyNQ==&p=m&i=NjNkYjkyNTE5ZjhjYmYwOGQ0MDYwNDNm&t=dnFGdlBIWjJoeFY3b0owQm9iUmJsa1hTSDNkRXlrKzhDRG52Zm91bHJZVT0=&h=0ba7b8f5c2e34fce83467f0871f43599&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYXguUW_0nKCiHqHC4RpocJ1fRU0bdOYQ61Pb9PYJ_i3nPxw-lPkzKEJIZBjKUKSv0

e Add any Adult tickets required
o Complete the checkout and receive your tickets in your email inbox!
In addition to the big game, there's plenty happening for children of all ages to enjoy - including;:
e The chance to meet our professional footballers after the match
e The opportunity to take part in a half-time activity on the pitch
e Food, drink, merchandise and more!
So don't miss out and book your free tickets now and cheer on Durham - as quantities are limited!

Derwent Hill Trip
There is still an opportunity for more Year 9 and 10 students to take part in our trip to Derwent Hill this
Autumn. Parents and students should look out for a letter with further details.

* BEST LEARNING
' HAPPENS [HNFRHEN WILD

Year 7 Outward Bound Trust Trip

We alerted all parents in the summer of a dreat
opportunity for all year 7 students to take part in a
residential trip to the Lake District in the Spring term. This :
is an exclusive 5 day outward bound activity week, aimed to develop teambuilding and resilience (but to
mainly have lots of fun!). Please note that the activities are outdoor style, can be strenuous and may involve
water  sports.  More information  about the  ordanisation can be found here:
https://www.outwardbound.org.uk/

Please look out for the letter outlining further details. It will be great to see ALL of year 7 students taking
part!



https://www.outwardbound.org.uk/

easyfundraising

Thornhill Academy are now registered with
easyfundraising, which means you can raise
FREE donations for us every time you shop
online. Over 7,000 brands will donate to us

when you use easyfundraising to shop with — Turn your online

them — at no extra cost to yourself! All funds . . .
raised will be paid directly to the Academy to shopplng Into magic

use for the benefit of our students.

easyfundraising

These donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to us, so we would
really appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up and support us. It is
completely FREE and only takes a moment.

You can find our easyfundraising page at:

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thornhill-
academy/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=gs-
emaill

Thank you so much!
Groundwork

&

“In partnership with Energy Savings Trust, Groundwork have a new service that offers help
-é;:'} and advice with managing energy costs.

Q9 This service now covers residents in all areas under Newcastle City Council, North
§ Tyneside Council, South Tyneside Council, Durham County Council, Gateshead Council
%] and City of Sunderland Council

S

o

. If you're looking for advice on reducing energy use, keeping warm at home, making
CHANGING PLACES energy efficiency updrades, installing renewable energy systems, make energy
CHAMGING LIVES  efficient home improvements or just help to pay your energy bills please get in touch.

Our in-home support programme provides free, expert advice on being more energy efficient and on how to
lower your bills.

We are completely impartial and there's no hard sell - just clear honest advice from the experts.

We can even help those in 'hard-to-treat' homes like: flats, terrace houses, old properties, single glazed
properties and homes in the countryside.

If you would like any of the help listed above or just more information, please get in touch; my email address
and mobile number are given below.

| can have a chat and/or make a referral to the programme, then one of the energy experts will be in touch
to book a home visit."

Joel Barrow

Community Project Manager, North of Tyne Redion
Groundwork NE & Cumbria
Joel.Barrow@groundwork.ord.uk>

Mobile: 07977 819 720
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ParentPay App

Student Information — PLEASE UPDATE NOW
It is important that we have up to date information on your child. This includes correct address and telephone
numbers, emergency contact details, medical updates, including allergies, etc.

Much of this can be updated by parents/carers through the ParentApp. Please log into ParentApp and check
that all the information that we hold for your child is correct and update where necessary.

If you are unable to access ParentApp, please contact the main school office who will be happy to assist by
making the changes and helping you set up ParentApp for future use.

Free School Meals

Please see the school details for information around Free School Meal entitlement. If you are not currently
entitled to receive Free School Meals, complete the form and if, in the future, circumstances change, the
entitlement could automatically start for your child.

Lunch Accounts

We are currently looking at all student lunch accounts and will be contacting parents/carers where there is
significant debt on a student’s account. We will no longer be able to provide meals for those students who
have considerable debt on their accounts and who make no payment to reduce the balance.

Please clear any overdrawn balance now or contact the main school office if this will cause undue
financial burden.

Sharp Reporting System

Were you aware Thornhill has a web based anonymous reporting function? This is the direct link to the
reporting  feature, but this can also be accessed through the school website:
https://thornhill.thesharpsystem.com/

Please can we ask you to ensure that as a parent you have downloaded the app or access class charts
via the browser https://www.classcharts.com/parent/login to login.

Class charts is the main method of communication
between staff, parents and pupils. If you do not have

® these details or need your password resetting, please
g x contact school and we can give you this over the phone or

alternatively email thr-enguiries@consilium-at.com

ClassCharts

Please can we remind all parents that we request students to be on site for 8.30am each day, classes start
at 8.40am prompt.

We would like to thank you in advance with your support on this matter.
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Stage 1 45 minutes After School Detention

Stage 2 Day in Reflection & 45 minute After School Detention
Stage 3 60-minute SLT Detention - Friday

Stage 4 Parental Meeting

Alumni Network
If you are a former pupil, we want to hear from you!

Thank you for the overwhelming support we always receive from parents.
We are extremely proud of our Alumni. When our students leave following completion of their GCSEs, they
progress on to some incredibly exciting and far-reaching pathways.

What is it?
The Consilium Alumni will be a network of former students across all Consilium Academies.

The Alumni programme aims to:
* Allow continued support where needed for our former pupils
» (reate a network of former pupils who are now in further education or employment, who may be able
to use this experience to inspire and support current students
* (elebrate the achievements of former pupils
* Advertise local jobs which may appeal to former students and their families

Who can join?
Any former student or staff member from one of our Consilium Academies schools.

Join our network today and help us continue to build our Consilium community!
Sign up here

Parent Information
Get in touch
* At Thornhill Academy we understand the importance of sharing information and news with our
parents and carers. Each week we publish our Parental Bulletin to ensure you are kept up to date with
recent school news.
* Wealso wantto hear from you! We love to share good news stories and the amazing
accomplishments made by our pupils.
* If you have some good news to share about your child, please get in touch via email:
* thr-enquiries@consilium-at.com
* Follow us
Don’t forget to follow us on social media for the latest updates on school activities

@ Twitter@thornhill_uk

Instagram@thornhill_academy
FacebookThornhill Academy

To view all Parents Letters please click the link below:

View Parents Letters
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